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 Job Information Form 
 
 

Job Opportunities: 
 

Station Cook & General  
 

Business Name: 
 

Rimanui Farms Ltd – Mangaohane Station 

Region: Central North Island 

  

Reports to: 
 

Station Manager 
 

Business Summary: 
 

At Rimanui Farms, they believe farming improves 
when people do. They own and operate premier 
large-scale farms across New Zealand and 
Australia, spanning sheep, beef, and dairy 
operations that include some of the country's 
most iconic properties. Rimanui Farms create 
environments where people belong, grow, and thrive — driving excellence 
and building a legacy to be proud of. 

  

Property Summary: 
 

Mangaohane Station is one of the three Rimanui Farms in the Central 
North Island, located between the Rangitikei River and the Ruahine Forest 
Park. Based approximately 50 minutes north-east of Taihape on the 
Taihape-Napier Road.  
 
The property spans 4,840ha, made up of 1,791ha of flats to rolling hills, 
1,175ha of easy hill country, and 662ha of steeper terrain. This diverse 
country carried over 40,000 stock units in recent winters, with a sheep-to-
cattle ratio of around 66:34. The farming operation is based on 19,000 
Romney ewes and 1,200 Angus cows. 
 
In recent years, a significant development programme has been 
undertaken across the property, with investment in infrastructure 
including stock handling facilities, fencing, water schemes, cropping, and 
re-grassing programmes to support the continued growth and 
performance of the operation. 
 

Position Overview: There are two roles available at Mangaohane Station, that would ideally 
suit a couple as there is only one house available for accommodation. 
 
Station Cook Position 
 
The Cook House is at the heart of station life at Mangaohane Station. This 
role would suit someone who enjoys being at the centre of a busy farming 
operation and takes pride in creating a warm, welcoming environment for 
both staff and visitors. 
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The Station Cook is an integral part of the wider farm team, often being 
the first point of contact for staff, contractors, and visitors, with the station 
office and main meeting area located within the cookhouse. 
 
The cookhouse operates Monday morning through to Friday lunchtime, 
providing meals for the team based in the quarters, along with casual staff 
during busy periods. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner are provided five days a 
week, along with baking, fruit, and other items suitable for smoko. 
 
Typically, meals are prepared for six permanent staff, although numbers 
increase during busy periods such as docking, weaning, and shearing. 
Occasional weekend catering may also be required during these peak 
times. 
 
You will also work closely with the Station Manager, meeting regularly to 
discuss weekly meal plans, grocery requirements, and budgets. Once 
approved, the Station Cook will complete a weekly grocery shop in 
Taihape. Quality station-grown meat (beef, sheep, and pork) is supplied by 
the farm. 
 
General Position 

 
The General role at Mangaohane Station is a varied, hands-on position 
suited to someone with strong practical skills who enjoys working across 
all aspects of a large-scale farming operation. 
 
The role will involve operating tractors, vehicles, trailers, and farm 
implements, including feeding out silage and baleage, front-end loader 
work, and assisting with general farm development projects. You will also 
contribute to track maintenance, spraying, building and yard maintenance, 
and servicing small plant and equipment. 
 
A key component of the role is the ongoing maintenance and monitoring 
of the station's reticulated water system, including checking for leaks and 
breakages, ensuring pumps are operating correctly, and carrying out 
repairs as required to maintain a reliable stock water supply. 
 
The position will also involve maintaining and developing farm 
infrastructure, including fencing, yards, and other station assets. Working 
alongside the station's full-time fencer, you will assist with repairing 
existing fences, constructing new fencing, carrying out general repairs, 
identifying maintenance requirements, and ensuring infrastructure and 
equipment are maintained to a high standard. 
 
There will be opportunities to assist with livestock work during key periods, 
including working safely in the yards, supporting animal welfare practices, 
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assessing stock condition, and assisting with activities such as docking, 
weaning, and shearing. 

  

Skills, Experience, and 
Attributes Required: 
 

Station Cook 

• Have an approachable, positive, and friendly personality. 

• Enjoy being part of a close-knit rural community and contributing 
positively to team culture. 

• Demonstrate the ability to provide pastoral care and support to 
young shepherds. 

• Have previous experience cooking and catering for groups of 
people. 

• Possess strong meal planning and budgeting skills. 

• Be highly organised and maintain excellent standards of hygiene 
and presentation. 

• Be flexible and able to adapt to changing numbers and seasonal 
demands. 

• Have good verbal and written communication skills. 

• Create a welcoming and friendly environment for farm staff, 
visitors, and contractors. 

• Hold a full driver's licence. 
 

General 

• Be a team player with an approachable and positive personality. 

• Be flexible, adaptable, and a good problem solver. 

• Have proven tractor and machinery operating experience and 
be mechanically minded. 

• Have a sound understanding of reticulated water systems. 

• Take pride in the quality of your work and presentation. 

• Have strong written and verbal communication skills. 

• Be confident using technology and apps such as FarmIQ and 
water monitoring systems. 

• Be physically fit, reliable, and possess a strong work ethic. 

• Have practical experience with general farm maintenance tasks, 
including fencing and repairs. 

• Hold a full driver's licence. 
 

 
Staff Structure: 

 
Station Manager 
Station Cook 
Head Shepherd 
Senior Shepherd 
Shepherd(s) 
Junior Shepherd(s) 
Fencer/Machinery general(s) 

  

Career Opportunities & 
Benefits: 

• Enjoy station life and become part of a well-established, 
supportive farm team within a strong rural community. 
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• Opportunity for a couple to work and live together in 
complementary roles on one of New Zealand's iconic farming 
properties. 

• Competitive remuneration packages for both positions. 

• Exposure to a large-scale, progressive sheep and beef farming 
business with high standards and modern farming systems. 

• Work within a well-resourced farming operation that is committed 
to continual improvement and ongoing investment in 
infrastructure. 

• Gain experience across a diverse range of farming activities and 
develop a broad practical skill set. 

• Be part of a business that values its people and encourages 
personal and professional development. 

• Enjoy a unique rural lifestyle in the Central North Island, with 
access to hunting and fishing on the station. 

• Opportunity to become an integral part of the wider Mangaohane 
and Rimanui farming community. 

Lifestyle Information 
 

Accommodation: 
 

Accommodation is a recently renovated three-bedroom home on the 
farm, complete with internet, a quality fireplace, and wood supplied. 

  

Farm Location & 
Community Information: 

The property is located 50 minutes north-east of Taihape, and 1.5 hours 
from Napier. 
 
The Station bounds the Rangitikei River; there are plenty of opportunities 
for outdoor recreation with hunting and fishing on the doorstep. The 
station is 1 hour 30 minutes from the ski fields. 
 

Schooling: A local primary school is 20 minutes’ drive from the station (Pukeokahu 
school). There are also secondary school options in Taihape, Hawkes Bay 
and the Manawatu.   

Farm Information 
 

Farm Area 
(total/effective):  

4839ha total 
4000ha eff 

  

Contour: This is a well-balanced property with a range of contours, rising to 1200 
metres above sea level. There is some easy rolling country through to some 
steeper hill country.  

  

Soil Type: Predominately volcanic ash. 

  

Rainfall: 
 

800ml per annum 
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Subdivision/Fences: Conventional 8 wire batten fences.  
In the areas that have been developed there are smaller paddocks from 5-
10ha through to 100ha paddocks on the steeper more extensive areas. 

  

Woolshed & Other 
Buildings: 

8 stand woolshed, with an excellent set of covered yards, with a night pen 
capacity of 3,500 full wool ewes.  
At least 4 additional sets of satellite sheep yards on farm. 
A main set of cattle yards, plus one set cattle satellite yards. 
 

Water: 
 

Water is a mix of reticulated, dams and natural. There is an ongoing water 
development project for the station.  

  

Machinery: Quad, side-by-sides. 
 

Tracks: The station is well tracked, to allow good access to steeper areas of the 
property. 

Farm Policy & Systems 
 

Production System Semi Intensive/Extensive 

  

Stock Policy - 
Breeds/Number: 

Winters 40,000su carrying at 10.5 su/ha. 
19,000 MA ewes. 
1200 Angus cows. 

  

Maternal/Terminal Policy: Maternal - Romney. 
Terminal - Black face over the 5-year mouth ewes. 

  

Sheep – Mating/ 
Lambing/Weaning Dates: 

Ram out: 

• Terminal 5-year ewes – April 22nd.   

• MA – May 10th.  

• 2tooth – May 27th.  

• Hoggets – May 27th. 
Lambing – starts in September through October. 
Weaning – Terminals pre-Christmas, Maternal early January. 
The station finishes around 60% prime lambs to works, 40% lambs sold 
store. 

  

Cows – Mating/ 
Calving/Weaning Dates: 

1200 Angus Cows. 
Bull out – January 20th. 
Calving - starts early October. 
Weaning – April. Calves are yard wean, keeping 350 replacements heifers 
and the remaining heifers and all steers are finished. 

  

Animal Health Practices:  
 

Best practice, good animal health plan in place. 

Cropping Policy: Kale and swedes, winter crop - 180ha.  

http://www.ruraldirections.co.nz/
mailto:recruitment@ruraldirections.co.nz


 

    www.ruraldirections.co.nz   +64 6 871 0450     recruitment@ruraldirections.co.nz 

 Ewes, twin bearing ewes on brassicas for 40 days. 
Weaners are wintered on crop. 
Plantain for the summer – 600ha for lambs and hoggets. 

 

Photos 
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Map 
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